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SUMMARY OF BILL:     Authorizes circuit and criminal courts to order
work release for misdemeanor offenders who are serving a sentence in the
county workhouse or jail for second offense D.U.I. prior to serving the
mandatory 45 days sentence of jail time. Recently, the Tennessee Supreme
Court interpreted the current law regarding this matter to apply only to
general sessions courts. State trial courts had generally interpreted the
provision to grant jurisdiction to state trial courts as well as general sessions
court to grant work release to second offense D.U.I. offenders prior to serving a
45 day mandatory sentence.

ESTIMATED FISCAL IMPACT:

Other Fiscal Impact - Prevents the loss of revenues to local
governments from work release offenders for room and board estimated
to exceed $100,000.
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